
Overview  / Summary of Tarot Deck Survey Results 
 
 

Overview / Highlights 
 
The survey was set up to gather and generate ideas of how different decks might be used to 
address different questions that people bring to the Tarot.  It was not designed to be scientific or 
provide definitive prescriptions for deck use.  86 people from the Tarot community answered the 
survey and generously shared ideas, opinions, and practices. 
 
The majority of those who responded see the value in using different decks for different kinds of 
questions but a significant number (about a third)  primarily use one deck, sometimes drawing 
upon a different deck for a particular purpose. 
 
All Purpose Decks 
 
Rider Waite Smith and its variations emerged in multiple ways as the favorite all purpose deck 
of this group.  It received the top number of votes on the All Purpose Deck question and was 
mentioned in every other area on the survey. 
 
The Divine Legacy also came up in the All Purpose and key categories of romance, work, and 
spirituality and often with significant votes.  The Gaian and Gilded came up in the All Purpose 
and key categories of romance, work, and spirituality with at least one vote in top category and 
mentions in Also Good For.   
 
Relationship / Romance Decks 
 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of relationship and romance: 

� The images or feel have a romantic or emotional quality or are particularly beautiful. 

� Having expressive and diverse people on the cards is important.  Pay particular attention 
to the court / people cards when assessing if a deck works well for romance and 
relationship.  One person mentioned liking a deck for these issues because it was a 
“people oriented” deck. 

� Shows / contains a balance of feminine and masculine energies.  (May or may not be as 
important when reading for someone in / seeking a same-sex relationship.) 

� Consider the issue of nudity.  There are decks that are wonderful for relationship and 
romance because of their beautiful nudes, but not all seekers are open to this.  It can be 
off putting. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck good for relationship and romance questions would be:  
pleasing, romantic, beautiful, expressive. 

 
Decks particularly mentioned to check out in this category are: 
 

o Rider Waite Smith 
o Shadowscapes 
o Druidcraft 
o Legacy of the Divine  
o Fenestra 
o Touchstone 
o Victorian Romantic 



 
 

Work / Money Issues 
 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of work and money: 

� Look for a deck that shows people doing things in the world and allows you to pick out 
concrete actions to be taken. 

� Look for a more basic or down to earth deck for these questions. 

� Particularly check out the suits of pentacles and wands to see if they offer ideas for work 
and money. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck good for work/money questions would be:  honest, 
practical, no nonsense, clear. 

 
Decks particularly mentioned to check out in this category are: 

o Rider Waite Smith 
o Thoth 
o Bright Ideas Deck 
o Deviant Moon 
o Divine Legacy 

 
Spiritual Issues 
 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of spirituality: 

� Is rooted in a philosophy / system / belief and expresses it well.  Take a look at how this 
is expressed in the Major Arcana. 

� Speaks to the spirituality of the person who is being read for / doing the seeking. 

� Symbolism and images on the cards invite you to go deeper. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck that is good for questions of spirituality would be:  deep, 
mystical, intuitive, celestial, symbolic. 

 
Decks particularly mentioned to check out in this category are: 

o Osho Zen 
o Thoth 
o Druidcraft 
o Haindl 
o Tarot of Sidhe 
o The Witches Tarot 
o Rider Waite Smith 

 
Making Difficult Choices:  Thoth topped the list 
 
Decks for Working with Kids / Young People:  The Fairy Tale Tarot by Lisa Hunt was a 
favorite 



 
 

More Detailed Summary of the Survey 
 
86 people responded to a survey on Best Deck for Best Purposes.  You can see the full results 
through November 15th at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=ofGrT7A_2bV2M3Qay5E_2fBoUXv7swi44pFEk_2
bHw6Dt5hps_3d 
 
 
The majority of respondents / 57% responded that they do have multiple decks that they use for 
readings for themselves and others.  Another 29% said they generally used one deck, but 
occasionally used different decks for special purposes. 11% have one deck that they uses that 
guides them and 4% have multiple decks that they use for themselves. 
 
28% said they would choose the deck for the person they were reading for depending on the 
question that they ask.  13% said they let the seeker/querent choose the deck and 59% said: “It 
depends. I might pick or they might pick.” 
 
Here are representative comments on how people use/select their decks: 
 
 

“There are a lot of different Tarot decks out there- really, it depends on the reader, and 
some trial and error. The reader may wish to use just one deck and become completely 
immersed in understanding and mastering that particular deck's symbolism, or be able to 
extrapolate different meanings from different decks, using a different deck for different 
areas of focus or different questions. Personally, I find the latter works better, and that 
the questions I'm asked tend to shift where I look, and what aspects I examine.”   
 
“I think it's a notion that might work for some people but it really seems faintly silly to 
me.” 
 
“I find that my Tarot decks are like my guitars. Some decks lend themselves to certain 
issues, just like some guitars lend themselves to certain styles of music. I wouldn't use 
my Fender Stratocaster to play classical Tarrega pieces, and I wouldn't use my Osho 
Zen Tarot to answer a hard-core financial questions. I believe you eventually *know* 
what decks will lend themselves to what types of questions and other decks will just 
speak to you and tell you themselves.” 
 
“I think they can be very useful, although I must admit I do find myself using my 
workhorse deck for convenience. I recently heard the tip of using decks you are not that 
familiar with to do readings for yourself, which I'm interested in, as the main reason I 
don't read for myself is that I tend to justify what I see to mean what I want! Apparently 
using an unfamiliar deck can circumvent this a bit.” 
 
“I tend to use any deck for any purpose. It's really up to my clients, their comfort level 
with certain types of symbolism, and appreciation for certain types of art. The whole 
"specific deck for a specific purpose" can work, but I'd rather just use whatever I want 
(for myself) or my client wants (in my professional work).” 
 



“For me, what is important about a deck is more whether I feel comfortable with it in that 
moment, than whether it is "aimed" at a particular subject. Also, does it suit the querent? 
And I don't like to work with the same deck for too long at a time, as I find my readings 
can get stale - meanings seem to get fixed. I probably wouldn't use the Bright Ideas 
Deck for a Romance reading, nor the Heart Tarot for a money reading, but I'm sure they 
could do the job - it depends more on the reader and querent and the moment than on 
the theme of the deck.” 

 

“I have 3 main "soul" decks that I feel comfortable using for myself & for others, and for 
paid readings: the Thoth Tarot, the Haindl Tarot, & the Albano Waite Tarot. I use the 
Thoth and Haindl for more predictive, "traditional" readings, and the Albano Waite for 
more interactive, client-participation readings. My other favorite decks are mainly used 
for study purposes, and for trying new techniques during non-paid readings. If I had to 
choose only one deck, though, it would be the Thoth.” 

 
 
All Purpose Deck 
 
35 answered that they have an all purpose deck (but a few then listed multiple decks). 
 

� Interesting Idea:  Amalgamate!  1.)  I do have an amalgamated deck which consists of 
my favorite cards from Legacy, Gilded & Quest. Every single card speaks to me.  2.)  It 
is a combination of about 30 decks - one or two cards from each where that artist 
NAILED the card. Ex: Queen of Cups from Aquarian, Tower from Sol Bianca 
(Japanese), Queen of Wands from Robin Wood (so awesome!), and Five of Wands from 
Shadowscape (Foxes! Woo!) 

 
9 top votes came in for various versions of Rider Waite Smith:  Standard, Universal, Albano, 
Radiant 
 
2 for New Pallidini 
 
2 for Gilded 
 
Others mentioned as all purpose decks:  Pagan, Shinning Tribe, Voyager, Alchemical, 
Shadowscapes, Golden, Divine Legacy, Osho Zen, Bohemian Gothic, Steele Wizards Tarot, 
Pearls of Wisdom, Major Tom’s Tarot of Marseilles, Gaian, Kingdom Within 
 
 
Relationship / Romance Decks 
 
RWS and variants are at the top with 5 votes.  Some comments: 

� The Rider Waite tarot is a more basic meaning instead of the fancy art other cards have, 
therefore I used it most for relationships 

� The icons are universal. 

� pictures lend to easy narrative 
 
Shadowscapes came out with 3 top votes with these comments being offered: 

� The drawings are very romantic in nature. 

� Easy to read, on the point 



� Since it's implied that there are no "reversals" for this deck, what it does is highlight what 
is overt & what is covert all at once. 

 
Druidcraft had 3 top votes with these comments being offered: 

� I like the court cards of the DruidCraft and the Quest, both are visually interesting and 
offer deeper and oftentimes more specific details that work well in relationship/romance 
questions. 

� The deck feels very "people-oriented" 

� It's a very gentle, intimate deck. The nudes featured on some cards are very sensual. 
 
Legacy of the Divine had 2 top votes and is mentioned 4 times in the Also Good for category.   
 
Festra and Touchstone each had 2 top votes 
 
The Victorian Romantic got 1 mention in favorite deck for this issue and 4 nods in the Also Good 
for category.  
 
 
Interesting decks / ideas mentioned: 

� tarot erotic by lori wells - This is more for sexual questions. As the whole deck has this 
tone, it makes it very applicable to the readings. You have to make sure the seeker is 
open to such a deck though! 

� Alchemical:  The energies depicted in the cards are those that are most often involved in 
either relationships or personal growth. 

� Depends if the reading is for a man or a woman . I tend to use decks I identify as 
feminine for women and masculine for men . I would use the Celestial Tarot or the 
Gendron deck for a woman were as I would use the Crow deck or one of the Egyptian 
Tarot decks for a man. 

 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of relationship and romance: 

� The images or feel have a romantic or emotional quality or are particularly beautiful. 

� Having expressive and diverse people on the cards is important in this area.  Pay 
particular attention to the court / people cards when assessing if a deck works well for 
romance and relationship.  One person mentioned liking a deck for these issues 
because it was a “people oriented” deck. 

� Shows / contains a balance of feminine and masculine energies. 

� Consider the issue of nudity.  There are decks that are wonderful for relationship and 
romance because of their beautiful nudes, but not all seekers are open to this.  It can be 
off putting. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck good for relationship and romance questions would be:  
pleasing, romantic, beautiful, expressive. 

 
Work / Money Issues 
 
Rider Waite/Smith and its variants come out on top again with 13 top votes and thee comments: 

� Easily recognized symbology, for something concrete, as opposed to love, friends, 
dreams, I find this is the most informative & it speaks clearly & is always right! 

� Quite basic and down to earth 

� It's down to earth and practical 



� The way the figures and scenes for the Wands and Pentacles just seem to lend 
themselves easily to these types of questions. 

� This was the first deck I learned to read and has simply always been very accurate for 
questions about money or work related questions. I think it's just because of my 
familiarity with the imagery. 

� Easy pick up with narrative. 

� clarity of illustrations of pentacles 
 
Thoth gets 3 top votes and these comments: 

� It is brutally honest and the metaphors in the deck are about energy in all its forms, 
which maps well to financial issues. 

� It is straight forward and clear to me 

� This deck is packed with symbolism, but can be used for more material (if that's the right 
word) concerns. 

 
Bright Ideas Deck gets 3 top votes and these comments: 

� For work, it has imagery that speaks to those concerns. 

� It's pretty much geared towards career and actually balancing daily life with family, etc. 

� I think the deck is very practical in nature--as are the subjects of work and money. It is 
somewhat of a brainstorming deck, which also works well for the subjects. 

 
The Deviant Moon get 2 votes in the top category and these comments: 

� I particularly like the coins suit on the deviant moon....the 4 of coins being one of my 
favorite cards of any deck 

� This deck provides the real issues behind the question. 
 
The Divine Legacy makes an appearance with 2 votes: 

� It's easy to pick 'solid' information out of. 
 
Interesting / surprising: 
 

� Medieval Scapini - well it's made of gold ink actually, so it really enrich the financial 
problems 

� Aquarian Tarot - Well, the first book I read on the Tarot was “Exploring the Tarot” by Carl 
Japikse which is based on the Aquarian Tarot, and Carl is, in my opinion, the Ayn Rand 
of Tarot - every card is discussed in terms of its business applications and the 
movement of resources, etc, so the Aquarian Tarot has become my "thinking about 
business" deck. 

 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of work and money: 

� Look for a deck that shows people doing things in the world and allows you to pick out 
concrete actions to be taken. 

� Look for a more basic or down to earth deck for these questions. 

� Particularly check out the suits of pentacles and wands to see if they offer ideas for work 
and money. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck good for work/money questions would be:  honest, 
practical, no nonsense, clear. 

 
Spiritual Issues 
 



Osho Zen Tarot got 6 top place votes and these comments: 

� As the Osho Zen Tarot is firmly rooted in Eastern philosophy/Buddhist belief, I feel that it 
works well with finding the answers to the big, spiritual questions within ourselves. 

� Imagery 

� Really strong intuitive images; easy to use without study (meaning that the querent can 
read for her/himself, too). 

� Because it reaches to the heart of any spiritual issue which is the center of the querent 

� It has a different take on the tarot and uses osho philosophy, so is great for even general 
spiritual questions like 'what is life'? it makes you think. 

� I find that this is an absolutely perfect deck for spiritual issues and inner issues (personal 
thoughts, emotions, feelings, etc.). The artwork is what does it for me. 

 
Thoth comes in with 5 top votes: 
t's a very honest deck and it stretches the mind! 

� Pathwork on the Tree of Life, the many layers of meaning. 

� The astrological associations are easily understood. 

� Direct and cuts through some of the ethereal to get to the heart of the matter 

� images work as inner psychology 
 
Druidcraft received 3 top votes: 

� This is my favorite deck and the one I tend to use most. Spiritually this deck has many 
layers and is gentle but firm in readings. 

� Perhaps because I'm British, something with a British ancient spiritual feel resonates 
best with me. 

� works for most things due to great detail and inclusion of many faiths symbols 

� The deck contains many cards that convey ancient wisdom and spirituality 
 
Haindl received 3 top votes: 

� Its a pretty deep deck and cuts right to the heart of the matter 

� Not only the evident thought that went into creating imagery that not only incorporates 
several spiritual systems but allows room many others, but also the genuine desire for 
peace that imbues the deck, makes this deck ideal for understanding how to incorporate 
spiritual truths into daily life. 

� Haindl is just so very deep and profound 
 
Tarot of the Sidhe  received 2 top votes: 
she enhance me to the world where sidhe residers are reside, she gives me good meditation 
too :) 
 
The Witches Tarot by Cannon Reed received 2 top votes. 
 
Rider Waite Smith makes is appearance with 2 top votes: 

� This deck feels older and more in touch with esoteric issues 

� Because there are so many symbols - and the one that punches me on the nose is the 
one that is relevant to this particular question 

 
Wildwood Tarot is mentioned 3 times in the Also Good For category 
 
 
Qualities to look for in a deck for questions of spirituality: 



� Is rooted in a philosophy / system / belief and expresses it well.  Take a look at how this 
is expressed in the Major Arcana. 

� Speaks to the spirituality of the person who is being read for / doing the seeking. 

� Symbolism and images on the cards invite you to go deeper. 

� Adjectives to describe a deck that is good for questions of spirituality would be:  deep, 
mystical, intuitive, celestial, symbolic. 

 
Making Difficult Choices 
 
Thoth gets 6 top votes: 

� It's brutally honest. 

� I have no idea, but for me, I use this deck when I absolutely, positively want to know 
about kidnappings, missing people/children, etc... It has never disappointed but it is 
blunt. 

� It has that patriarchal feel to me and speaks with authority. 

� It gives kick-arse, this is how it is readings 

� It's hard to see flip-flopping ideas in the Thoth Tarot. 

� No holds barred, direct, and sometimes too blatant. Not exactly euphemistic. 

� Some who put in the Also Good category says:  “the Thoth. I rarely use this deck, but it 
tends to be blunt and non-compromising and works well in this kind of reading. I will only 
read for myself with this deck though as I haven’t used it often enough to be comfortable 
using it with others.” 

 
RWS gets 4 top votes: 

� I'm more comfortable with the esoteric attributions associated with Tarot when I use 
RWS. With choices, I may be more likely to call upon those attributions. 

� It's iconic, instantly recognizable symbols (which most of us learn on, tho not me) hit the 
nail on the head every time. They speak, so you don't have to (as much) which allows 
the querent to think & listen to what's inside them. 

� The boldness of the imagery (which has made it a classic) helps identify and delineate 
what the choices in question really mean to the querent and his or her life, and once the 
choices can be seen clearly for what they are, it's at least a little easier to choose. 

 
Druidcraft has 2 top votes: 

� Again, it seems to be the kind of deck that doesn’t sugar coat but the many facets help 
you look more closely at the issue 

� works for many things 
 
Across the Board Decks 
 
The RWS and Divine Legacy came up in each category above and often with significant votes.  
The Gaian and Guilded came up in every category with at least one vote in top category and 
mentioned in Also Good For.   
 
Decks for Working with Kids / Young People 
 
The Fairy Tale Tarot by Lisa Hunt comes up with 4 top votes: 

� The imagery is sweet and gentle, while still being able to give a clear reading, and 
there's no nudity! ;) 



� The pictures, images, kids are naturally attracted to angels, fairies, colored pictures, and 
high energy. 

� I think the focus would be on the story and not so much the images 

� easy story approach, adaptable for various ages 
 
Each getting 2 top votes:  Rider-Waite-Smith, Hanson Roberts, Druidcraft, Halloween Tarot. 
 
Interesting Ideas: 

� I do pull the Death card, because even though the image is benign, the word Death is 
still printed on the card, which can be frightening for children. 

� Sun and Moon Tarot - Since the artwork/imagery of the Sun and Moon Tarot is very soft 
yet doesn't sacrifice the esoteric/philosophical base of the Tarot, I find it's sensitive 
enough to be used with kids/young people - and people who may be put off with Tarot in 
general. 

� As a reader I will not read for children, however with my own I use the RWS deck (as 
they are interested in the Tarot as it is around them all the time) This deck is non-
threatening and its simplicity is not frightening 

� I would go for an oracle with younger people 
 
Other Interesting Ideas 

� Shining Tribe for dream interpretation 

� I have found that Medicine Woman Tarot is very, very good for questions involving 
timeframes 

� Some decks are more edgy - Sidhe, Deviant Moon Some are softer - Gaian, Anna K 
Some are quirky & funny - Baba's Fantastic Menagerie Some are historical or literary in 
mood - Legend: the Arthurian, Shakespearian, Jane Austen, Druidcraft I guess it 
depends on what feels right for the question, and the frame of mind and taste of the 
querent. So many decks, so little time! 

� Only one. I try to imagine what the querent would look like as a "fool" and pick the deck 
that seems to have a Fool card that matches my imagination. 

� I think it's very important to read a deck as it's written and to not always ascribe the 
traditional suits out of an attempt to assign meaning. Many new decks don't adhere to 
the traditional suits, and we should not force the traditional suits on them. 

� It is more about the spread than the deck that is chosen. 
 
 
 
 


